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A Message from the Council President: Get Fired Up Trinity!
The Council is excited to welcome the congregation back inside Trinity’s building
for worship on May 23rd at 10:00. It will be a spirit filled, red geranium kind of day on
Pentecost! Live streaming of the service will continue. Please note the safety guidance
for worship provided by the Safety Protocol Committee in the newsletter.
During this time of transition, Pastor Pries and the Council will be working toward
the mutual goals listed below.
We will:
A. Examine our history and work through transition dynamics
B. Identify current issues facing the congregation and develop ways to deal
with them
C. Examine linkage with the synod and resources that may be available
D. Prepare for the transition to a new pastor
E. Align the congregation’s constitution with the synod as needed
Items on the agenda of our April 13th meeting included a discussion of
compensation guidelines for a new pastor and brainstorming five ways to help a new
pastor. This information will be shared with the Call Committee. We are putting
together a transition team to meet with Pastor Pries in an effort to reflect and renew
while we prepare to call a new leader. Terri Peck will coordinate the team. Shingles
have been ordered for our roof and we expect the roof will be finished before May 23rd.
We will upgrade to a fiber internet connection with Windstream. Jim McCollough
completed our second PPP loan application for $13,200 and notified us that the first PPP
loan was forgiven. Jodi Byrd is preparing a mowing sign-up schedule similar to the past,
with two week intervals. Our Shalom meeting room needs new carpet and some
freshening up. Mike Herring is contacting the Endowment Committee for financial
assistance.
The Council approved requests from quilting groups to begin meeting in the
building again. Groups will need to follow the safety guidelines which include wearing
masks and signing up on the calendar with our secretary so there is no overlap.

Sally Kruse

Life Together
Staying & Wait
While staying with them, (Jesus) ordered (the disciples) not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for the promise of the Father. (Act 1:4)
The COVID-19 pandemic has slowed cultures and economies down. It’s slowed us down.
We’ve been waiting! We’ve been waiting in line six feet apart, waiting to be vaccinated, waiting to
move around freely, waiting to be together with friends and waiting to be together as a congregation for
worship.
Christians have been waiting for 2000 years (a very long wait) for Jesus to return. During Jesus’
little while with his disciples before he was crucified, he assured them with these words, "Do not let
your hearts be troubled. … I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also” (John 14:1-3).
With confidence the disciples believed Jesus but they were shaken by his suffering, death and
burial. Even Peter and his companion inside the empty tomb (John 20:2b-8) believed the report that
Jesus’ body had been stolen. Because the disciples were terrified and didn’t know what to do, they
waited in an upper room behind locked doors. Only when Jesus appeared to them, did they sense the
peace our risen Lord Jesus brought them. Jesus told them, “I am sending upon you what my Father
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high" (Luke 24:49).
This staying and waiting is important enough for Luke to tell it twice: at the end of his gospel and at the
beginning of his second volume, Acts of the Apostles.
They stayed to be “clothed with power” and they waited for “the promise of the Father.” This
power and promise is the Holy Spirit: the life-giving breath of God breathed life into the first people
(Genesis 2:7); the wind making a dry path through the Red Sea for the Hebrew people to escape Egypt
(Exodus 14:21). The Holy Spirit was poured out over the disciples who had been saying and waiting in
Jerusalem for this very moment.
Here we are: people given the breath of life; people drenched with baptismal water uniting us with
the Spirit-filled Christians of every time and place. We are the people of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
Church. I’ve been reading about Trinity’s history and hearing stories from many of you. Trinity
Lutheran is evangelical: people bringing good news in many and various ways.
Sunday May 23 our staying-away and our waiting will be ended. Leaders and our safety team are
planning for our return to worship. I’m excited; I’ve wanted to meet the people of Trinity since I
arrived the morning of February 23. Plan on wearing clothes, a mask and a name tag; I’ll do the same.
Let’s trust it’s been worth the wait.
3 John 13-14
Pastor Pries

Call Committee News
The Call Committee has finished the Ministry Site Profile (Hooray!!). It will go to
the Church Council this week to be reviewed and approved by them at their
Council meeting on May 11th. Our goal is to then send it to Synod via computer
by May 14th. The Committee met weekly for five weeks to address questions
about our community, populations, church ministry/outreach, purpose and goals,
vision, priorities for a pastor, etc.
We switched gears the week of May 5th and began painting the Shalom Room.
Dave Kruse donated much of the paint. When Council had their first meeting in
the church in April, they noticed how frayed and stained the carpet was so a plan
was put in place to replace it. Trinity's Promise (Endowment Committee) and the
Memorial Committee willingly gave money to replace it - hallelujah!! Sally Kruse,
Janel Stephens and Brenda Herring picked out carpet squares from Keller's
Furniture and it will be installed on May 17th and 18th, so there may be furniture
out in the hallway... A Thrivent grant for $250 will be used to buy another white
cabinet to hold quilting supplies.
Over the next few weeks different groups will be tidying up their "spaces" and
rooms to declutter a bit or a lot- whichever is needed. Kim Pelzer, Neva Phelps
and Janel Stephens cleaned the kitchen cabinets and refrigerator already. Wanda
Whitmer and Brenda Herring are busy bees, working in the flower beds too. So by
the time we have our first service back in the church which is tentatively planned
for Sunday, May 23rd, the church should be looking differently.
We all owe Jodi Byrd the Church Secretary, Les Schnekloth the Custodian, Jim
McCollough the Treasurer, the Stewardship Committee, Pastor Pries and of course
the Church Council a huge THANK YOU for their cumbersome and oftentimes
difficult work this past year and a half. I want to thank Beth Ahrens, Mike August,
Dave Hein, Darlene Peck and Sara Romig-Martin for all their dedication and time
spent on the Call Committee processes!!

Brenda Emick- Herring

Lawn Mowers, we need your help!
Sign up to mow for 2 weeks at a time starting May 16. Keep your mower at
three inches please. Click on this link to find a time slot: Sign Up Genius
Contact Sally Kruse if you need help getting signed up. 563-357-1600

Safety Protocols for Indoor Worship
at
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
1. Stay home if you are sick, stay six feet from others, wash your hands.
2. Wear a mask over your nose and mouth.
a. Exceptions
i.

Children under two

ii.

Those with breathing problems

3. Enter from the north entrance or west narthex entrance.
4. Obey signs on restroom doors for occupant limits.
5. Allow six feet of separation between yourself/your group and others during
worship. When 60 people are in the sanctuary, ushers will direct additional
worshipers to the fellowship hall to watch the service.
6. Offering plates will be located in the narthex.
7. Worshipers may sing gently.
8. Communion will be offered. You may bring your own elements or pick up
individual communion packets when you arrive.
9. Pastor will usher worshipers out starting from the back. Please exit the building
immediately.

Safety Protocols for Groups/Committees Using
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Building
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
1. Groups/Committees should contact the church office to be placed on the
calendar. You will be assigned a date, time frame, and room so that only one
group (three or more people) is using the main floor of the building at the same
time and no group follows in the same room on the same day.
2. Groups and committees essential to the mission of Trinity will receive priority if
time conflicts arise. No groups will meet in the basement except those with
previous service agreements.
3. Group members will comply with the guidelines listed below.
Even if you are fully vaccinated:
●
●
●
●

Stay home if you are sick.
Stay 6 feet from others.
Wash your hands.
Wear a mask over your nose and mouth.
○ Exceptions
■ Children under 2
■ People with breathing problems
● Refrain from loud singing or shouting.
● Obey signs on restroom doors for occupant limits.
● Use only the designated room (and restrooms if needed).

Before you leave:
● Clean touched surfaces with products provided in the basket.

Thank you for protecting the health of our community!

