Order of Worship
Prelude
Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us.

We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.

Opening Hymn

“Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”
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Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow
your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the

inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the
one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of
the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.
15For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3

1See

what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that
it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be
has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed,
we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.3And all who have this hope
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are
blessed with God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those
who seek wealth, fame, and control over others.
1When

Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them,
saying:
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled.
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”

Sermon
All Saints Sunday and the appointed readings are pregnant with themes of
stark contrast: death and life, condemnation and redemption, sorrow and
joy, suffering and relief, present life and future life. Such is life, too, as
baptized children of God. The very nature of our lives is of stark contrast.
By virtue of our baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus, we are
made saints while we are still sinners. Every day in this life we navigate
through rough waters such as sin, evil, pain, heartache, addiction, abuse,
hunger, disease, and war. But our bearing is always set, not by the North
Star but by the Daystar, who has been the heading for the faithful of every
generation. With the scriptures as our compass and the confessions our
map, we sail as a part of the great flotilla of saints on the waters of baptism,

with the wind of the Spirit at our backs, always pointed in the direction of
our guiding Daystar.
Today we give thanks for the saints who have gone before us, for the saints
still among us, and for the saints of God still to come. We give thanks for the
examples of faithful living that the saints have given us as they navigated
the stormy waters of life, and also for the faithful acts of service we are
empowered by God’s Holy Spirit to do in our own seas. We give thanks, too,
for the fullness of eternal life in which the saints of God who have gone
before us now partake and which we have yet to fully enjoy.
Today, as we face our own "great ordeal," we trust that there is indeed a
day coming when there will be no more disease, no more hunger or thirst,
no more tears. It is not today. Today, there is death, and loss, and pain. We
mourn. As we mourn, we hear the words of Jesus: blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted. God will comfort you again and again
until the day when God wipes away every tear from your eyes. Until that
day, we wait and trust.

Hymn of the Day
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Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose
sacrifices witness to your gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their
courage to carry our faith to new people and places around us. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation
to generation. Bless the work of naturalists, conservationists, and park
rangers who train our attention to the wonders of the world you have made.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural
voters and urban voters, young and old—as we share in another national
election. Kindle hearts eager to understand our common needs and seek our
common good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with
poverty, grief, hunger, thirst, and persecution. Shape our vision of the saints
to match his own. Awaken in us your call to serve all who suffer. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early
church. Bless all new missions of our synod (especially). Empower testimony
from new communities of faith to shape a diverse witness to your saving
power. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name
and gathered to yourself. Comfort us as we grieve those who have died in
the past year (here the names of those who have died in the previous year
may be read). In faith, may we join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever
and ever. Amen

Offering Prayer

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to
the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Communion: spoken
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
As we wait for the return of our Lord, we share the meal he gave us:
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Now, people of God gathered here and online, hear these words of promise:
“This is the body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you.”
Worshipers may commune in their seats and homes.

Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when
the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your
deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hymn

“Shall We Gather at the River”

Dismissal
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.
Go in peace to love the Lord your God, your neighbor, and yourself.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“Go in peace! Please leave promptly, beginning from the back toward the
front. God bless you and keep you from all danger.”

Announcements
:
All Saints Candles: From 10:30-12:30, the All Saints Candles will be available outdoors at
church. You can stop by and light a candle in memory of your dear ones who have died in

faith.
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