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Announcements 

-Worship in July: we will offer two opportunities for in-person worship in July, on July 12 

& 26. These will be outdoor services, with social distancing & other precautions for 

safety. Full details are in the July Newsletter. 

 

-Five years ago on July 5, I was installed as your pastor. This isn’t exactly what I 

thought five years would look like. (I imagined a big cake to share, for one thing.) 

Although we currently worship and connect at a distance, I know that we remain united 

by the Holy Spirit. I am grateful to all of you for being such a gracious and faithful 

congregation, calling me straight out of seminary and trusting me to be your pastor. 

When I think of worship, VBS, conversations over cookies and coffee, Bible studies, 

funerals, movie nights, committee meetings, hospital visits, baptisms, service projects, 

youth trips, and so much more, I am overwhelmed by the ministry we have done 

together these five years. I look forward to continuing to follow Jesus with you through 

what comes next. Thanks. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 

things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
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your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God, you send your followers into the wilderness to find those who are lost. Give us 

boldness like Philip to reach out to those we meet along the way, and let us welcome 

them unconditionally to the forgiveness of sins found in baptism’s grace-filled waters. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

Acts 8:26-39 

We now jump ahead two chapters to the story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch. What 

we skipped: the first Christian martyr, Stephen, was killed, and persecution against the 

believers began. The church was scattered out of Jerusalem to the towns and 

countryside of Israel. Ironically, this persecution led to greater evangelism as the 

dispersed believers spread the news about Jesus wherever they went.  

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. 

Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 

in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning 

home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to 

Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 

prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can 

I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the 

passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

        so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

    Who can describe his generation? 

        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 

he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 

being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 

eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went 

on his way rejoicing. 

 

SERMON 

“What is to prevent me from being baptized?” asked the Ethiopian eunuch, who in 

Christian tradition is named Simeon Bachos. Simeon Bachos is a person for whom there 

is a great deal preventing inclusion in the community. A eunuch, Simeon Bachos was 

seen as neither truly male nor female. An Ethiopian, Simeon Bachos was not only of a 

different ethnic background from the believers but also a leader of a nation outside of 

the Roman Empire. There was no one like him in the church. Was it okay to extend 

baptism to him? they might have wondered. 

Philip doesn’t let any of that stop him. In a surprise pool of water, miraculously provided 

by God in the desert, Simeon Bachos is baptized, and the family of God gets a little 

bigger. Actually, it gets a lot bigger: Ethiopian Christians to this day point to Simeon 
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Bachos as the first person to share the good news about Jesus Christ in Ethiopia. Today, 

there are more Lutherans in Ethiopia than any other country in the world except 

Germany. 

One wilderness journey had a huge impact. One conversation made a difference for 

millions of people. Because Simeon Bachos was taught and baptized by Philip, the good 

news about Jesus Christ spread to a whole new continent, breaking out of the Roman 

Empire. 

The times we’re living in, full of change, fear, and disruption, have often been compared 

to a wilderness. It’s not always clear where we’re headed or when we’ll get there. But… 

what if we didn’t focus so much on that destination? Philip wasn’t even planning to be on 

that road, and he never got to go where the road was headed! While he was in the 

wilderness, though, he did what he could to spread the Good News.  

Could we do that, too? We don’t know when it will be safe to “go back to normal” or if a 

“new normal” is waiting. Right now, on the road we didn’t pick, with a destination we 

don’t know, we could be more like Philip. We could pay attention to see if there are 

others on the road who need to hear about Jesus, who maybe were left out by others. 

We could look for unnecessary barriers that keep people from being part of God’s 

church. We could keep an eye out for those miraculous gifts from God, like springs of 

water in the desert, giving us what we need to keep on going. 

Above all, in whatever wilderness we face, we should remember that God’s water flowed 

for us, too, marking us as forgiven and loved. Remember your baptism in the desert 

places of your life, trusting that God will satisfy your thirst. Remember, on every road 

you travel, that you belong to Jesus Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world,  

and all of God’s creation. 

 

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as we struggle to 

find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us 

from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land from abuse and 

pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward sustainable 

living. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the nations, especially the United States, celebrating its nationhood. Guide 

leaders in developing just policies and guide people through difficult conversations. Free 

us from self-interest that sacrifices the general welfare. Lead us to expansive love for 

our neighbor. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or oppressed, 

especially those we name aloud or in our hearts. For all who have been treated like they 

didn’t belong. Give your consolation and free us from all that keeps us bound. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for this congregation. Bless congregational leaders. Energize children’s ministry 

volunteers, church administrators, and those who maintain our building. Shine in this 

place that we might notice the ways your love transforms our lives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into your eternal rest 

and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us join together in the prayer Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

After worship today, share the peace by getting in touch with someone you know has been 

experiencing a walk through the wilderness. Remind them that you care. 

 

OFFERING 

God has given to each of us- our selves, our time, and our possessions. God gives the 

warmth of summer sun, the comfort of a phone call from a loved one, the reassurance of 

prayer. What God has given to us, God expects us to share. If you are in a position to make 

a contribution to support our congregation’s ministry, you can mail your check to the 

church; the mail is being checked regularly. Thank you for your support. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small, but you make of them an abundance, just 

as you do with our lives. Let all that we offer be in service to you to the glory of the 

risen Christ. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

In our prayers this week: 

 Betty Thumma (hospitalized, stroke), Millie Mracek (Sally Kruse’s great-niece, cancer 

treatment) 

 Our members in nursing homes or assisted living: Ron & Carolyn Belitz, Sharon Hein, Marge 

Seebeck, Delores Werling 
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