Worship Bulletin 6-14-2020

Announcements
-The council has determined that our church building will be closed through June 30.
Full details are in the June newsletter. Council will meet on June 16 to plan for July.
Please share any concerns or hopes for worship with Pastor or a member of Council.
-Zoom Coffee Hour: Starting at 11 every Sunday, join in for conversation:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/601353237?pwd=YjhXSE5rZ2hPaUg1SlIzMUNMNVI2dz09
-Sip & Scripture: If you’re not ready for video calls at 11 on Sunday morning, or if
you’d just like another opportunity to check in and have some time for reflection on
the readings & sermon from the previous Sunday, Sip & Scripture is for you. Grab
your favorite thing to drink and join on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-8:30 (come
and go as needed) at this Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86015279481?pwd=b0o4SEwrZUxUZlYweWVyNU5WMy91
QT09
-Pastor Beth is taking vacation June 18-23. Please contact Jodi with any church needs
or questions during those days.
-Today and on June 28, we will incide Holy Communion in our online worship service.
Lutherans teach that through the promises of God, Jesus is present in the bread and
cup whenever the congregation assembles in faith. Even if we assemble in front of
screens at home, God’s promises still apply. I invite you to bring bread or crackers
and wine or grape juice with you to online worship. At that point in the service, I will
speak the Words of Institution and you may commune in your home. If you are
unable to get bread and wine or juice, contact me: I have individually packaged
wafers and juice which I will deliver at your home this weekend if you prefer. If you
can’t access online worship but want communion, call me about having a
physically-distanced home communion visit.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
God, as your people of old were of one heart and spirit, unite us as your people. Let
us see the needs of our neighbors and respond in love and faith. May our care for
your people be a model for the world.
Amen.
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WORD
Acts 4:32- 5:11
The early believers chose to meet the needs of their communities by sharing all things
in common. Particularly, those who held much property sold it so the proceeds could
be used for the care of those in need. Ananias and Sapphira, out of selfishness or
deceit, chose to keep some of their wealth for themselves. They wanted the
reputation of generosity without the sacrifice of it.
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the
proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to
each as any had need. There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the
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apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”). He sold a
field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of
property; with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back some of the proceeds, and brought
only a part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. “Ananias,” Peter asked, “why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the
land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold,
were not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have contrived this deed in
your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!” Now when Ananias heard these words,
he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard of it. The young men came
and wrapped up his body, then carried him out and buried him.
After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had
happened. Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you and your husband sold the land for
such and such a price.” And she said, “Yes, that was the price.” Then Peter said to
her, “How is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test?
Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will
carry you out.” Immediately she fell down at his feet and died. When the young men
came in they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried her beside her
husband. And great fear seized the whole church and all who heard of these things.
SERMON
My friend has three kids under age 5. One is a newborn. When protests in Minneapolis
led to some neighborhood grocery stores and public transportation being closed down,
she started asking where she could deliver food, diapers, and baby formula so people
living in those neighborhoods could get what they needed. People told her: you have
your own kids. Focus on them. You don’t need to take care of other people right now.
My friend responded: “There’s no such thing as other people’s kids.”
That’s the attitude the early Christians had toward one another. In a time and place
where so much of life was precarious, if you were one of the first believers, the most
practical thing would be to hold onto whatever you had so you could survive the lean
times. Your neighbors would expect you to save up for a rainy day. They’d do the
same. Oh, sure, you’d all pitch in here or there if the neighbor’s house burned down.
But as for meeting their everyday needs? Well, that’s on them.
But if you became a follower of Jesus? Something would change. You’d become one,
heart and soul, with the other believers. You’d see their needs perfectly equal to your
own, and you’d share what was yours. Actually, you’d go beyond sharing what was
yours to seeing it all as belonging to the community of believers. Wild, right? Seems
impossible, but that’s what Acts tells us happened here.
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Or, that’s what almost happened here. Sin affects every community, no matter how
idealistic and faithful it begins.
Enter Ananias and Sapphira. This couple decides that they will cheat the system. After
selling a property, they each in turn report to Peter and the other believers that the
sale price was lower than what they received. Each in turn is struck dead for “putting
the Spirit of the Lord to the test.”
How far are we, like Ananias and Sapphira, willing to test God’s Holy Spirit? Are there
parts of our lives that we think God just won’t notice? Or are we seeking to be “of one
heart and soul” with the believers around us and with God? Are we living lives that
show the grace God has so freely given to us? If all we want is the reputation of
following God without the work of it, we are trying to trick God and withhold what is
God’s- everything, including us.
HYMN OF THE DAY
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PRAYERS
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of God’s creation.
God of community, you call us to be of one heart and soul. Take away our hardness of
heart and teach us love for one another. May your church be a beacon of true unity in
Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of creation, you called your creation good. May we take delight in oceans and
lakes, rivers and streams, hills and valleys, deserts and mountains. May we work to
protect the creation you have made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of truth, you see what we wish to hide in our hearts. Cleanse us from all sin and
deceit. Turn us again to your people and to the life only you can give. Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.
God of care, you created us in your image; we are your beloved children. May we
recognize your likeness in one another. Hold in your loving embrace all experiencing
trauma, fear, uncertainty, and loss. Protect vulnerable children and adults from
violence or neglect; provide what is needed for those lacking access to food, shelter,
and other services. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of healing, you accompany us in sickness and suffering. Bring relief to all afflicted
with the coronavirus and all those suffering from isolation. Strengthen caregivers,
health workers, and all whose work ensures the safety and well-being of others. Help
us to continue to care for those who are sick in any way. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of generosity, you call us to share what we have with those in any need. Teach
us to see our property as gifts to be shared, not wealth to be hoarded. Through the
work of your church may all people’s needs be met. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us join together in the prayer Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Think of a time you experienced being “of one heart and soul” with fellow believers in
Jesus. May the memory of that experience fill your heart and soul with the peace of
Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
God has given to each of us- our selves, our time, and our possessions. God gives the
warmth of summer sun, the comfort of a phone call from a loved one, the reassurance
of prayer. What God has given to us, God expects us to share. If you are in a position
to make a contribution to support our congregation’s ministry, you can mail your
check to the church; the mail is being checked regularly. Thank you for your support.
OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small, but you make of them an abundance, just
as you do with our lives. Let all that we offer be in service to you to the glory of the
risen Christ.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SENDING HYMN
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In our prayers this week:
Family & friends of Jen Johnson (THS teacher, died this week)
Millie Mracek (Sally Kruse’s great-niece, cancer treatment)
Our members in nursing homes or assisted living: Ron & Carolyn Belitz, Marge
Seebeck, Delores Werling
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