Bulletin March 29, 2020

Greeting & Announcements
-In an effort to connect in Christian unity even when we are forced to be separate
due to our circumstances, our church bell, along with several others around
Tipton, will ring daily at 11am. When you hear the bell ring, you’re invited to
pause. Pray the Lord’s Prayer, knowing that others around Tipton are also
praying.
-The church building closure will last as long as the schools remain closed; as of
today, that means we’ll be closed through April 13. We are thinking about what it
will mean for us to be dispersed over Holy Week and Easter. Please let Pastor
know what you most want to see in the virtual and mailed-out worship options,
and we’ll do our best.

GATHERING
Though we gather for worship in our own homes, God is with us still.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. In the stead and by the command of our Lord
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Jesus Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG - What Wondrous Love is This
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
KYRIE
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
By Jake Kruse and Nick Kruse
Even when we feel afraid, frustrated, or worried, God is taking care of us.
WORD
Psalm 130
Out of the depths
I cry to you, O Lord;
O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
If you were to keep watch over sins,
O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness,
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in order that you may be feared.
I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plenteous redemption.
For the Lord shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.

John 11:1-45
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you
going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this
world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.”
After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am
going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death,
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you
may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed
at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that
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he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.”
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but
was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See
how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed,
you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so
that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
Now the Green Blade Rises
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PRAYERS
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.
God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your
Spirit and bless the work of those who work for its renewal. Accomplish your
work of salvation in us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.
God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation
suffers. Restore polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged
by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters. Bring all things
to new life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation:
those longing for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to
finalize, those seeking election, those in dire need of humanitarian relief, and all
impacted by the COVID-19 virus. Come quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by
anxiety, despair, or pain (especially). Fill us with compassion and empathy for
those who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to collaborate
with our community in caring for the needs of our neighbors. We give you thanks
for the BackPack Buddy Program, Shared Blessings, the Food Pantry, LSI, the
Southeastern Iowa Synod, and the Ministerial Crisis Fund. Strengthen our ties
with other local congregations, agencies, and services, especially St. Mary’s,
Peace Church, First UCC, First UMC, and Calvary Foursquare. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and
trust that, in you, they will live again. Breathe new life into our dry bones, that
we, too, might live with you forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray together the prayer our savior taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
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as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
God has given to each of us- our selves, our time, and our possessions. God
gives also the delight of springtime, the comfort of a phone call from a loved one,
the reassurance of prayer. What God has given to us, God expects us to share. If
you are in a position to make a financial contribution to support our
congregation’s ministry, you can mail your check to the church; the mail is being
checked regularly. Thank you for your support.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Thank you, God, for all that grows.
Thank you for your promise, seen in rainbows.
Thank you, God, for stars that shine.
Thank you for these friends of mine.
Thank you, God, for the moon and sun.
Thank you for all that’s given - for everyone!
Help us, Lord, to learn to share,
To be more generous everywhere. Amen.
You are created in the image of a generous God. Go, be a blessing ☩ to others as
you serve God with grace-filled, generous hearts and hands.
Amen.
SENDING SONG
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

