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“Trinity’s PROMISE” Mission Endowment Fund 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

1. Why do we have a Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund? 

 

One of the most important things we can do as Christians is leave a legacy of faith. It is a way for 

us to take the faith shared with us by those before us and share it with those who will follow. We 

can multiply the blessings we have received and pass them along to future generations. We can 

support and strengthen the faith of our children and grandchildren. We can bless others to the third 

and fourth generation and beyond. 

 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran's Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund provides the means 

for each of us to impact future generations and future faith. A gift to the Trinity’s PROMISE 

Mission Endowment Fund will be preserved and will continue to bless over and over again. The 

Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund prudently invests your gift and uses the proceeds 

of that investment to support and grow future ministries. 

 

 

2. What is the Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund? 

 

Christians can give to the work of the church through gifts of cash, property, stocks, bonds, bequests 

in wills, assignment of life insurance, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder, and other trusts. 

It is the desire of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church to encourage, receive, and administer these 

gifts in a manner consistent with the loyalty and devotion to our Lord expressed by the donors and in 

accord with the policies of this congregation. 

 

A separate fund to be known as Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund of Trinity 

Evangelical Lutheran Church has been established to receive these gifts and to enhance the missions 

and building improvements of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church apart from the general operation 

of the congregation. No portion of the income generated by the Fund is to be used for the annual 

operating budget of the congregation that does not conform to the distribution of income provisions 

of the Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund. 

 

 

3. Who serves on the Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund Committee? 

 

A Committee consisting of five members is elected by the Congregation. The term of each member 

is three years with staggered terms, with no more than two vacancies occurring in any one year. 

Currently the Committee members are the following: 

Pastor Beth Wartick – Advisory member 

Bob Johnson – Committee Chair 

Mike Herring – Financial Secretary 

Elaine Moes – Recording Secretary 

Norene Boyle – Member 

Laurie Brandenburg - Member 
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4. Does Trinity’s PROMISE replace the Memorial Gifts Fund? 

 

To put it simply, no. If members wish to designate funds to Memorial Gifts instead of Trinity’s 

PROMISE, they simply need to specify where the money should be allocated. Gifts placed in the 

Memorial Gifts Fund will continue to be used in the same manner to honor the deceased’s memory. If 

gifts are unspecified, they will be put into the Trinity’s PROMISE Fund. 

 

 

5. How much money is in the Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund? 

 

The value of the investments held in the fund as of January 10, 2015 is: $40,000. 

 

 

6. What are the investment objectives? 

 

The Investment goals for the Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund are to provide a 

satisfactory return on investment for the support of the Church.  

Specifically, the investment target is to attain an average annual real total return (net of investment 

management fees) of at least 8% over the long term. 

 

 

7. What is the income generated by money in the Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund used 

for? 

 

Income from the Fund may be distributed annually and at such other times as deemed necessary 

and/or feasible to accomplish the following purposes, causes and programs: 

 

a. To fulfill the written instructions pertaining to a specific contribution made by a contributor 

to the fund. 

b. For capital improvements, preventive maintenance, ongoing restoration, major emergency 

repairs, or a building program of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

c. For outreach into the community and synod, including, but not limited to, grants to ELCA 

seminaries, colleges, or students attending such schools, social service agencies, institutions 

and agencies to which this congregation relates, and to special programs designed for those 

persons in our parish area who are in spiritual and/or economic need. 

d. For missions in this continent and worldwide, including, but not limited to, grants to the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America for new congregational development in North 

America, professional leadership, educational ministries global mission, ecumenism, 

evangelism, social ministries, and capital financing. 

 

 

8. What are the long-term goals for the Trinity’s PROMISE Mission Endowment Fund? 

 

The Committee would like to see the Fund balance grow to $500,000 and generate $40,000/year in 

income that could be used to help pass on our Christian faith to future generations. 


